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Alkmaar – Not “stille nacht” but “silent night” on Sunday December 12 in the church center De Blije Mare. Chris and Terri Chapman will be holding an English language Christmas service for the 9th time.

A bucket of rock salt is next to the door. “We never needed that in the United States,” laughs Chris Chapman. “In Los Angeles where we came from, it only snows once every 40 years. That is not the case in the Netherlands. Especially in the last couple of years.”

Eight years ago the American couple moved from sunny California to Alkmaar. They came here with a mission, they wanted to plant and build up an English language church.

“We came just in time to organize the first English language Christmas service,” says Terri. “This year is the 9th time for us. Normally we hold it on the first Sunday of December. But we are well enough integrated to  know that you can’t hold a Christmas service on 5 December. Even stronger, the Christmas tree also stays in the attic until Sinterklaas is safely back in Spain”

The community center is also a place known by English speaking people. Most are there every Sunday when the Evangelische Kringgemeente De Vriendschap holds a service. The service in is Dutch, since it is a Dutch church. But the service is still accessible for English speakers. The service is translated by Terri via headphones.

On 12 December the roles are reversed. “Only the service isn’t then translated into Dutch,” warns Terri. “But regardless it isn’t only foreigners who come to the service. It is usually about 50/50. Many Dutch people are good in English and it is also a nice service. No long sermons but a lot of music. For many people it is an outing.”
The American tint on the mass is also evident after the service. Besides the normal coffee and tea there are also hundreds of American cookies. They are baked especially by Terri and Chris Chapman. “It takes us a whole afternoon,” says Chris. “But then you have cookies that are irresistible.”

The English language service is on 12 December at 19:00 in De Blije Mare in Alkmaar. During the service there is also an American Sign Language interpreter present.
